Reading Extract 1
In the United States, language is closely tied to power, especially through the media. Television, films, and social media platforms play a major role in spreading American English around the world. As a result, certain accents and ways of speaking are often seen as more influential or prestigious. However, this can create inequalities, as some voices are heard more than others. Language in the media is not neutral; it reflects cultural values and social hierarchies.

Reading Extract 2
Social media has accelerated the evolution of American English. Platforms like video-sharing apps and online communities create trends that quickly influence how people speak. Slang terms can become popular overnight and spread globally. At the same time, users adapt language to fit different audiences, mixing formal and informal styles. This constant change shows how language is shaped by technology and communication. It also raises questions about who controls language and how it is used to influence opinions.

Student Tasks
1. Comprehension: How does media influence language? Write 2-3 sentences.
2. Vocabulary: Find 5 words in the text related to power, influence, or media.
3. Discussion: In pairs, answer: Do media shape the way you speak? Give examples.
4. Group Task: Think of 3 slang words or expressions popular on social media in your country. Share with the class.
5. Debate: Teams argue: “American English dominates globally.” Each team gives 2 supporting arguments.

